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A Research Report - African-Americans In Owen County From 1818 Through 1880 


s Nate - Owen coun- 
nt Roger Paterson 
n working on a da- 
tailed black history of Owan 
county for qui oma time, 
dedicating hia research to 
racarda in both the Owan 
County Courthouse and the 
Owan Public Library. 


(Ed 


ple These also purchased gavern- 
ment ns well as privately held 
Janda but now expanded inta Mor- 
ton, Jefferson and Franklin town- 
ships. Ai one time most of Marian 
tienship sectiana 27 and 28 were 
owned by blacks, 

Amang those who came in the 
1820's wos the H family, 


I"casTrE 


id he started Clayborn', Hardin and ^ Aare 
ihe project afler he met a man liamson. Claybarn and r 
in Bloomington quite some Williamson homesteaded in Mari- > 
» le 


tory of our county 
Barn and raised in Chicago, 
an moved to Owen 


ing his home at Locust Lake 
north ef Carp.) 


t... County, Michigan. Hardin was the 4 
By Ruger Peterson mon active in real estate, at one 3 A 
The first penple of African de- — tme ar another between 1839 and p A [n 
cer: found in Owen Caunty were — 1852 buying and selling some 326 A. » 
in the household af York Jones — acres, mostly in La Fayette town- K EN 
which contained II peaple. York ship plus lata in Vandalia. He sold ds Nl ae 
came sometime befare 1820. He — out in the 18502. 
lived in Franklin townahip but Benjamin Bass', wha is men- 
moved ta Greene County, Indiana — tioned in the history, although not X 
bafore 1830. too fondly, cama during the 18201 
Dunng the 1820's at le ix from Guilford Co. N.C. He began 
families came an did some single purchasing government land in 
men, sactling in Washington and Marion township in 1836, where — 
La Fayetta tawnehipa he acquired 180 acres 
Of the pioneers whose back- — sold eut in the mid 185 
grounds | have discovered, none — to Vigo Co. for a few years, thenta N 


ware or ever had been slavea. 
Some af their fathers had been 
aaldiers of the American Ravolu- 
tion. They came directly to this 
part of Indiana fram N.C., proba- 
bly joining the migratian of their 
white neighbors using two and 
four wheel carts passing through 
the Cumberland Gap. Most fami- 


an townsh Hardin in La 
Fayette, Williamaan sold out in 
1846 and moved to Vigo Co. Clay. 
born, beginning in 1836 at various 
timea purchased 120 acres and 
farmed until his death in 1855 
H:s daughter Biddy wns the loca! 
pn» sican. Clayborn Jr. eventually 
sole the lands and moved to Cass 


S:. Josaph, County whare he died 
in 1591. 

Durrg the 30's the Gradys and 
Lossons (Lawson) cama to 
Franklin township. Granville and 


halders. Granville, buying and 
selling at various times some 400 
acres, William almast as much. 
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lies purchased government land Both farmed thara until after the E c o Uu N T y» 5 
in Ov en County. Civil War when thay sold aut. In- 
During the early DED) ec the terestingly, oru ot chee) Homestead ahip community went into decline have been a apeculatorín town cover in the 1860's with the ar- well as ather Spencer veterans 1. ibid p. 868 . 
orignal group was joined by naw — er's was a woman, Elizabeth — o the addition ofa few lata, buying seven in Spe d andthe re. had been wounded at Petersburg. Dixie Kline, Fact and Folklore 


immisrants. eventually a total of 
more thaa 22 housahalda contain- 


Eskins (Akina). She anan aftar 
marríad Reubin Lawzon and in 


lamilies whan tha Bass, Kusseli, 
Powall and Harria families left for 


twa in Southport in 1825-1827. 
Ha sold them in 1830 and ‘31 and 


turn ef members of pioneer fami- 
lias that had meved te Viga Ca. 


ore, 
1. Charlas Blanchard, ed. Hi 


of Owen County Indiana. Vol. II, 
(Bloomington, IN: Weatarn Sun ` 


ing a population af 150.200 peo. 1838 thay sold tha property mns Vio and St. Joseph counties. in 1836 purchased 40 scresin La Faw ware landowners but soma tery of Clay and Owan Cou Printing. 1982) p. 15 WU 
Powella Em ER. ROUEN William Grady, of Franklin tawn- — Fayaetta township. He had an an- a (Chicage: P.A.Battey a. Blanchard, p. 668 $ 
ship still continued adding ta his — nualized gain of 20% on these 4l 9. ibid p.689 P 


[LEGAL NOTICE 


STATE OF INDIANA 
OFFICE OF THE STATE BOARD 
OF TAX COMMISSIONERS 
201 Stats Office Building 
MMuAanApolls 402U4 
Septambar 14, 1990 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given tha ofi- 
nals and taxpayers of al) munici- 
located in Owen County, 
that the budgeta far tha 


te the Marion township communi- 
ty. Farrow Powell acquired savar- 
al hundred acres but sold his last 
240 acres to William Silvus in 
1852 and moved ta St. Josaph Co. 
Indiana, were Benjamin Bass lat- 
er joined him. 

During the lata 1840's and aar- 
ly 1850's, the black population 
raachad ita pioneer paak. With a 
few nawcomers and the addition 
of the Franklin township Griffin, 
the Marion township population 
ramained stable. The nal 


farma. 


La Fayette tawnship had a 
amal! gain at this time when Amy 
Mitchell moved in from Greene 
Co. and Granville Grady moved 
up from Franklin township. While 
only two families, they purchased 
quite a bit of land. Amy farmed at 
least 120 acrea. The recorda da 
not show if Amy's husband Hen- 
derson moved ta Owen Co. [n any 
«vent, she paid him $1,000 in 
1857 for a Quit Claim dead tc 


lota. 

Richard Waldan' al 
chased Spencer lota in th: 
days and was a shareholder in the 
Spencer Staam Mill Company. Hia 
farm waa west of Spencer where 
the Wilson or Negro cemetary is 
today. He purchased the land in 
1836 and established the ceme- 
tary in the S.E. corner of tha land. 
In 1842, he dongted thia 1/4 acre 
to “all my ealored friends and re- 
lations”. The cernatary had bean 


denta was Henry Scott’ whose san 
Martin” waa in the 19th Indiana 
Regiment, and a prisoner at An- 
dersonville during the Civil : 

Tha recovery continued during 
tha 1870's, Spencar and Washing. 
ton township having a population 
axceading 25 households and 100 
people by 1880. There were now 
enough people for a church and 
school building. While the recarda 
do not reveal if there ware achoola 
in the 1830's and 40's, they do 
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Fight it with a 
Memorial gift to 


year 1981 and the tax le nd ili t thasa 120 .N id. in use before that sinca hia moth- ahaw there had been some school- 2 
DM Il cuba in the yaar 199] nUon coniiousd purchasing thea ya acreedor an inconsid qasiwaa alsendy buried thers. The (ing ace 1850 and [OE a church theAmerican 
of aaid municipalities will be con- The La Fayette township peo- During and within a faw years — "@Xt year he died and was buried was purchased in 1874, Lot 214, 


sidered at a public hearing, to be 
conducted by the State Board of 
Tax Cammissionars or a rapreaan- 
tative of said Board, to be held in 
€ County Court House, Spencer, 
id county aa follows: 
On Thursday, October 11, 1990 

9:00 County Unit 

9:00 Clay Township 

10:00 Franklin Township 

10:30 Harrison Townshi 

1:00 Jackson Thwnsh 

2:00 Jefferson Township 

3:00 Jennings Township 
On Friday, October 12, 1990 

9:00 Spencer-Üw en Communi- 
ty Sehoola 

9:30 Spencer Civil Town 

9:00 Lafayene Township 

9.00 Manon Township 

10:00 Morgan Township 

10:00 Geaport Civil Town 

10:30 Spancer-Owen Public Li- 
brary 

1:00 Taylor Township 

1:00 Montgomery Township 

1:00 Wayna Township 

1:00 Washington Township 

Any appeal filed by taxpayers 
with the State Board of Tux Com- 


ple were naw gane although fami- 
ly mambara were in the Marion 
and Washingtan tawnship com- 
munities, thus temporarily leav- 
ing most blacks in just these two 
townships. Howaver, the Gradys 
were stil] buying land in Franklin 
and La Fayatta townahips. 

In the 1850's the Marion town- 


after the Civil War, with the ex- 
caption of Amy Mitchell, all the 
pioneer families outside of Wash- 
ington township had left. 

The first settlers in Washing- 
ton township were the Waldens‘ 
and Roberta who arrived before 
1825. 

Parden Robarta' appears to 


Busy Bees Meet 
At CC Firehouse 


The Busy Bees Homamakers 
Extension Club met at the Coal 
City Firehousa on September 18 
at 1:30 p.m. The maeting woa 
called to order by the president, 
Jann Burns. 

The Pledge to the Flag was giv- 
en followed by the club cread. 

Devotiona were given by 
Dorthea Stiener in an article “To 
day." All joined in singing the 
song of the month, "Blue Moon.” 


A delicious lunch was sarved 
by Dorthea Stienar and Maxine 
Inman. 


Tha next meeting will be hald 
at the firehouse on October 16 at 
1:30 p.m. 


there. 

Many of Richard's relatives 
came to Spencer in th a, 
most becoming landowners. They 
eventually acquired 400 or more 
acras. The land waa in parcels 
waat of tha high school, extending 
north and south for sevara) miles. 
Maat of thase people came from 
North Carolina but John Ridgley* 
wns from Maryland. 

More families came in the 
1840/2 including the Boona', wha 
are atill remembered. Thay first 
asttled in Clay township where 
they purchased land but soon sold 
and moved to Spencer. Zilpha 
Boon owned a number of Spencer 
properties and lived until 1900, 
when sha died, age 106. 

All of th sar families left 
during the 1850 except for Aaron 
Roberta and the Washington 
township population fell to just 
four families. 

The community started to re- 


now known as 458 S. Mont- 
gomery. A chureh was built aa 
well as a school next door on the 
N.E. corner of Cooper and Mont- 
gomary. Tha firat recordad teacher 
was John Christy. 

This population was diverse, 
but can be dividad into three cata- 
. Members of the oldar fami- 
recent arrivals from North 
and veterans of the 28th 
Regiment United Stetes Colored 


a. 

The 28th was tha Indiana Rag. 
imant, organized in In i 
April, 1864. 
number of actiona, the most no- 
table being the battle of the crater 
in front of Petersburg, Virginia, 
505 ci l 
pariancad. Five or six membars of 
this Regiment, all from Orange 
County, Indiana came ta Spencer, 
including Pleasant Evans" some 
of whose descendants lived in 
Spencer until recantly. Evana as 


Heart Association 
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A Research Report- AfricanzAmerica 


(Editor's vier? 
ty resident Roger Peterson 
has been aiaa ot on a de- 
tailed black history of Owen 
county for quite some time, 
dedicating his research to 
records in both the Owen 
County Courthouse and the 
Spencer Owen Public Library. 

Peterson said he started 
the project after he met a man 
in Bloomington quite some 
time ago who expressed a 
deep interest in the black his- 
tory of our county 

Born and raised in Chicago, 
Peterson moved to Owen 
county five years ago to be 
near Indiana University, mak- 
ing his home at Locust Lake 
north of Carp.) 

tet 
By Roger Peterson 

The first people of African de- 
scent found in Owen County were 
in the household of York Jones 
which contained 11 people. York 
came sometime before 1820. He 
lived in Franklin township but 
moved to Greene County, Indiana 
before 1830. 

During the 1820's at least six 
families came as did some single 
men, settling in Washington and 
La Fayette townships 

Of the pioneers whose back- 
grounds I have discovered, none 
were or ever had been slaves. 
Some of their fathers had been 
soldiers of the American Revolu- 
tion. They came directly to this 
part of Indiana from N.C., proba- 
bly joining the migration of their 
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white neighbors using two and 
four wheel carts passing through 
the Cumberland Gap. Most fami- 
lies purchased government land 
in Owen County. 

During the early 1830's, the 
original group was joined by new 
immigrants, eventually a total of 
more than 22 households contain- 
ing a population of 150 - 200 peo- 
ple: ‘i hese“also/ypurcnased govern- 
ment as well as privately held 
lands but now expanded into Mar- 
ion, Jefferson and Franklin town- 
ships. At one time most of Marion 
township sections 27 and 28 were 
owned by blacks. 

Among those who came in the 
1820's was the Harris family, 
Clayborn', Hardin and 
Williamson. Clayborn and 
Williamson homesteaded in Mari- 
on township, Hardin in La 
Fayette. Williamson sold out in 
1846 and moved to Vigo Co. Clay- 
born, beginning in 1836 at various 
times purchased 120 acres and 
farmed until his death in 1855. 
His daughter Biddy was the local 
physician. Clayborn Jr. eventually 
sold the lands and moved to Cass 
County, Michigan. Hardin was the 
most active in real estate, at one 
time or another between 1839 and 


« 1850 buying and selling some 320 


acres, mostly in La Fayette town- 
ship plus lots in Vandalia. He sold 
out in the 1850s. 

Benjamin Bass’, who is men- 
tioned in the history, although not 
too fondly, came during the 1820's 
from Guilford Co. N.C. He began 


purchasing government land in 
Marion township in 1836, where 
he acquired 180 acres. He also 
sold out in the mid 1850's, moved 
to Vigo Co. for a few years, then to 
St. Joseph, County where he died 
in 1891. 

During the 30's the Gradys and 
Lossons (Lawson) came to 
Franklin township. Granville and 
William Grady became large land- 
holders. Granville, buying and 
selling at various times some 400 
acres, William almost as much. 
Both farmed there until after the 
Civil War when they sold out. In- 
terestingly, one of the Homestead- 
er's was a woman, Elizabeth 
Eakins (Akins). She soon after 
married Reubin Lawson and in 
1838 they sold the property. 

At this same time, the Griffins, 
Powells and Russells were added 
to the Marion township communi- 
ty. Farrow Powell acquired sever- 
al hundred acres but sold his last 
240 acres to William Silvus in 
1852 and moved to St. Joseph Co. 
Indiana, were Benjamin Bass lat- 
er joined him. 

During the late 1840's and ear- 
ly 1850's, the black population 
reached its pioneer peak. With a 
few newcomers and the addition 
of the Franklin township Griffins, 
the Marion township population 
remained stable. The original 
families continued purchasing 
land. $ 


ns In Owen County From 
_1818 Throu 


The La Fayette township peo- 
ple were now gone although fami- 
ly members were in the Marion 
and Washington township com- 
munities, thus temporarily leav- 
ing most blacks in just these two 
townships. However, the Gradys 
were still buying-land in Franklin 
and La Fayette townships. 

_ In the 1850's the Marion town- 


ship community went into decline 
even with the addition of a few 
families when the Bass, Russell, 
Powell and Harris families left for 
Vigo and St. Joseph counties. 
William Grady, of Franklin town- 
ship still continued adding to his 
farms. 


La Fayette township had a 
small gain at this time when Amy 
Mitchell moved in from Greene 
Co. and Granville Grady moved 
up from Franklin township. While 
only two families, they purchased 
quite a bit of land. Amy farmed at 
least 120 acres. The records do 
not show if Amy's husband Hen- 
derson moved to Owen Co. In any 
event, she paid him $1,000 in 
1857 for a Quit Claim deed to 
these 120 acres. Not an inconsid- 
erable sum at the time. 

During and within a few years 
after the Civil War, with the ex- 
ception of Amy Mitchell, all the 
pioneer families outside of Wash- 
ington township had left. 

The first settlers in Washing- 
ton township were the Waldens' 
and Roberts who arrived before 
1825. 

Parden Roberts* appears to 
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t Haye been a speculator in town 
lots, buying seven in Spencer and 
two in Southport in 1825-1827. 
‘He sold them in 1830 and ’31 and 
in 1836 purchased 40 acres in La 
Fayette township. He had an an- 
nualized gain of 20% on these 
lots. 

Richard Walden* also pur- 
chased Spencer lots in the earliest 
days and was a shareholder in the 
Spencer Steam Mill Company. His 
farm was west of Spencer where 
the Wilson or Negro cemetery is 
today. He purchased the land in 
1836 and established the ceme- 
tery in the S.E. corner of the land. 


In 1842, he donated this 1/4 acre 


to "all my colored friends and re- 
lations". The cemetery had been 
in use before that since his moth- 
er was already buried there. The 
next year he died and was buried 
there. 

Many of Richard's relatives 
came to Spencer in the 1830's, 
most becoming landowners. They 
eventually acquired 400 or more 
acres. The land was in parcels 
west of the high school, extending 
north and south for several miles. 
Most of these people came from 
North Carolina but John Ridgley* 
was from Maryland. 

More families came in the 
1840's including the Boons’, who 
are still remembered. They first 
settled in Clay township where 
they purchased land but soon sold 
and moved to Spencer. Zilpha 
Boon owned a number of Spencer 
properties and lived until 1900, 
when she died, age 106. 

All of the pioneer families left 
during the 1850's except for Aaron 


‘Roberts and the Washington 


township population fell to just 
four families. 
The community started to re- 


eo in the 1860's with the ar- 
rival of new families and the re- 
turn of members of pioneer fami- 
lies that had moved to Vigo Co. 
Few were landowners but some 
had trades; barber’, plasterer, 
stone mason. Among the new resi- 
dents was Henry Scott? whose son 
Martin" was in the 19th Indiana 
Regiment, and a prisoner at An- 
dersonville during the Civil War. 

The recovery continued during 
the 1870's, Spencer and Washing- 
ton township having a population 
exceeding 25 households and 100 
people by 1880. There were now 
enough people for a church and 
school building. While the records 
do not reveal if there were schools 
in the 1830's and 40's, they do 
show there had been some school- 
ing since 1850. Land for a church 
was purchased in 1874, Lot 214, 
now known as 458 S. Mont- 
gomery. A church was built as 
well as a school next door on the 
N.E. corner of Cooper and Mont- 
gomery. The first recorded teacher 
was John Christy. 

This population was diverse, 
but can be divided into three cate- 
gories. Members of the older fami- 
lies, recent arrivals from North 
Carolina and veterans of the 28th 
Regiment United States Colored 
Troops. 

The 28th was the Indiana Reg- 
iment, organized in Indianapolis 
April, 1864. It participated in a 
number of actions, the most no- 
table being the battle of the crater 
in front of Petersburg, Virginia, 
where a 5046 casualty rate was ex- 
perienced. Five or six members of. 
this Regiment, all from Orange 
County, Indiana came to Spencer, 
including Pleasant Evans" some 
of whose descendants lived in 
Spencer until recently. Evans as 

^ » 
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well as other Spencer veterans 
had been wounded at Petersburg. 
++++ 
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